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2. GROWING AREAS
2.1 Surveys
2. GROWING AREAS
2,1 Surveys--All shellfish growing areas in any State shall have been
examined by sanitary and bacteriological surveys, prior to the approval of
interstate shipments of shellfish from such areas.
Public Health Reason: Shellfish grow in bodies of salt water receiving
fresh water run-off. Frequently, the rivers or smaller streams entering
shellfish growing areas carry contamination which may either have been
washed into them from the land areas drained by such rivers, streams, or
tributaries, or may have been conveyed into them through artificial struc-
tures such as drains, canals, or sewers. Many times they receive sewage
originating in cities, towns, villages, or isolated houses. Unless careful sur-
veys, supplemented by bacteriological examinations of the water are made
to ascertain whether areas from which shellfish are shipped to market are
not at times exposed to serious contamination of human origin, such shell-
fish may become a medium through which disease may be conveyed.
Periodic bacteriological examination of samples of water does not take the
place of sanitary surveys but is an integral part of such surveys.'
Satisfactory Compliance: This item shall be deemed to have been satis-
fied if: a thorough examination of the water shed tributary to the shell-
fish growing area has been made by technically trained persons competent
to evaluate the probable effect upon the shellfish growing area of the dis-
charge of sewage into tributary streams taking into account the following
factors:
(1) The quantity of pbllution from all sources, including sewage of do-
mestic origin.
(2) The degree of treatment (if any) given the sewage before being dis-
charged, particularly as concerns the probable destruction of pathogenic
organisms.
(3) The degree of dilution of the sewage with clean water.
(4) The relative freshness of sewage discharges as determined by the
lapse of time between such discharges and their arrival in the shellfish area.
(5) The opportunities afforded for natural self-purification of the area.
2.2 Classification of Shellfish Areas
(6) The bacteriological examinations of water samples collected from
predetermined stations in the area on different days sufficient to give a
bacteriological picture of the water under various stages of tide and under
varying weather conditions.*
2.2 Classification of Shellfish Areas--All shellfish growing areas in any
State shall be classified as approved or restricted. Restricted areas may be
further subdivided and designated as either moder ately polluted or grossly
polluted. In order to confirm or modify tentative classifications based on
* In making the hacteriological survey the number of samples examined from each sta-
tion should be sufficient to give a true picture of the number of coliform organisms pres-
ent in the water under the various tides and weather conditions occurring during the shell.
fish harvesting period.
lie minimum number will vary with the various areas and the purpose for which the
examinations are made. Where examinations are made to define the line between approved
and restricted areas it is believed, that a record of at least 15 samples per station in the
critical area is necessary.


